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Keahiakahoe Canoe Club has things all figured out at exactly the right time.

For the first time this Oahu Hawaiian Canoce Racing Association season, the club won its two signature events -
the mixed men and women and the men's open 4 - on the same day at yesterday's John D. Kaupiko Regatta at
Keehi Lagoon.

Six clubs - Lanikai, Kailua, Anuenue, Outrigger, Healani, and Keahiakahoe - are in realistic contention for four
state berths in the mixed men and women event for the Aug. 2 Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association State
Championships. With little margin for error and only one other OHCRA regatta remaining, a win yesterday meant a
huge boost going into the final week of league competition.

A last-minute change banishing Keahiakahoe to the outside lane in the lagoon could have been an easy excuse to
throw in the towel. But the club paddled that much harder to counter the harsher current and wind to capture the
final event of the day in 4 minutes, 0.7 seconds.

"We just tried to paddle as hard as we could and let the chips fall where they may," coach Kamuela Lau said.

Lanikai, with a runner-up finish in the mixed event, maintained the overall lead in that race for the top OHCRA
seed in states at 42 points. Keahiakahoe, Kailua, and Anuenue were deadlocked at 41.

Keahiakahoe moved into third place overall in the men's open 4 event with its win yesterday and Hui Lanakila's
disqualification.

Lau figured out the correct combination in splitting up the club's seven primary men paddlers between their two
important races.

He paddled to victory in the men's open 4, and left the veteran team of |kaika Rogerson, Jace Faufata, Ty Fu,
Melissa Matsuda, Kerri Kahapea-Aqgino and Jayna Kapono to handle the mixed race.

"It was really huge," Lau said. "Both events we went in fourth in the standings, so we split up the seven. It just
worked out well that we won both. | don't know if we can do as well as we did today (next week)."

In last year's OHCRA State Championships, Keahiakahoe took fourth place in the mixed men and women - tops
among OHCRA clubs - and placed third in the men's open 4.

Rogerson, who has been with the Kahaluu-based club with Lau since its founding in 1995, figures next week is no
time to let up with the momentum in hand.

"I think with today's win we should almost be guaranteed a (top-four) seed." he said. "Oh, definitely have to
compete hard next week. If we huli or if something happens out there, then we can go right back down to 0."

A big part of the success of both crews has been 22-year-old steersman Ty Fu, who is considered a savant of the
water by his coach.

“(Ty) has been paddling for me since he was like 7," Lau said. "It's been a pleasure - he's an all-around water
man, surfer, and works in Kaneohe Bay as a boat driver. It's good having his knowledge, as young as he is. And
that's pretty cool."

Fu knows he's by far the youngest paddler out there, but feels little to no pressure as a club member who paddled
with veterans since he was 11.

Fu represents the mission that the 31-year-olds Lau and Rogerson want to impart with their club.

"For most of us that have been with the club as long as we have, we started off as the kids and the adults gave to
us," Rogerson said. "As the adults now it's our turn to give back to the club, the kids and the community."



